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On July 16, court spokespersons in Guatemala City told reporters that Rohn Wetterer, known locally
as "Tio Juan," will not be extradited to the US, where he faces charges of mail fraud and child sexual
abuse. For the past 14 years, Wetterer has worked in Guatemala with street children and orphans,
and operates three shelters in the capital which provide assistance to 714 young men. At least
five minors and three adults from the Mi Casa shelter testified in a US court that they were raped
by Wetterer. Specialists testified that the eight persons suffered psychological damage resulting
from Wetterer's actions. Wetterer is also accused of using the US mail service to distribute false
claims to attract contributions for his programs. Guatemalan Attorney General Acisclo Valladares
endorsed the decision to deny extradition, since approval would constitute infringement of national
sovereignty. Wetterer, detained since the US extradition request was submitted, will be released on
bond. Local court authorities have requested that he take a leave of absence from his post as shelter
administrator until charges filed against him are addressed. US Embassy spokespersons said that
the local court's decision would not be appealed, but called on Wetterer to return voluntarily to
the US to face charges. Arne Sapper, Mi Casa shelter assistant director, said that because Wetterer
would not receive a fair trial in the US, he will not voluntarily return. (Basic data from AFP, 07/16/91,
07/19/91)
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